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Serene SCENE
A tactile material selection and connection to nature at 
this beachside home were high priorities for the owners.

STO RY  Judy Pascoe | ST Y L I N G  Heartly | P H OTO G R A P H Y  Dylan James

LIVING Rammed earth wall, Whelan Project Builders. S Joinery in wire-brushed American white oak veneer 
painted Dulux Dieskau, Crafted Kitchens & Cabinets. Shelves in Navurban ‘Balmoral’ veneer, New Age Veneers. 
Wall light, Volker Haug. ‘Stuv 16’ fireplace, Oblica, on Tundra Grey limestone surround, Gladstones Granite 

& Marble. Ligne Roset ‘Togo’ chair, Arch Melbourne. Side tables, GlobeWest. Sofa and coffee tables,  
Trit House. Artwork, Warranbrooke. All other items, stylist’s own. HALLWAY Steel doors, LCF Welding. 

Joinery in Navurban ‘Balmoral’ veneer, New Age Veneers. French oak floorboards in Cloud, Storey Floors. 
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T   
he colourful bathing boxes that  
line a section of the beachfront on 
Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula 
are just one of the area’s distinctive 
features. With the bushland 
adjoining the coast and the village 

well appointed with restaurants and shops, residents 
are assured of a great lifestyle. 

The owners of this new build located close to 
the beach were certainly attracted to the area as 
well as to the 1000sqm block of land where they 
could create a substantial family home and pool. 
“We loved the proximity to the beach, the short 
walk to the cafes and shops, and the flat, north-
facing block was great.”

With plans for the site prepared by DJE Building 
Design, the owners approached Mikayla Rose, 
director and principal designer of Heartly studio, to 
oversee the design and mastermind the interiors. 
The owners expressed a wish for both calmness and 

sophistication, but with two young children the 
home needed to be robust.

“They wanted to create an earthy beachside 
atmosphere and were keen to use materials, such 
as charred timber and rammed earth, to create a 
sense of connection to nature and the coastal 
context,” says Mikayla.

Designed around a central courtyard and pool, the 
single-level home has four bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, two powder rooms, a kitchen and open-
plan living, and a rumpus room and study. Rooms 
are generous, corridors are wide and ceilings are 
high, generating a feeling of spaciousness and 
serenity. Clerestory windows offer restful sky views 
as well as admitting an abundance of natural light.

With its hardy material palette of charred timber, 
rammed earth and natural stone, the house exudes 
a solid and grounded character. “These materials 
were selected early on to establish a sense of warmth 
and calm,” says Mikayla. 			                > 

KITCHEN Joinery in wire-brushed American white oak veneer painted Dulux Dieskau, Crafted Kitchens & Cabinets. Ceiling in French oak,  
Storey Floors. Benchtop and splashbacks in Tundra Grey limestone, Gladstones Granite & Marble. Inax ‘Yohen’ border tile, Artedomus.  
Brass rangehood with Patina Bronze finish, Ox Finishes. Phoenix ‘Vivid Slimline’ mixer tap, Reece. Est Core ‘Dusk Down Up’ wall light,  
and Wever & Ducré ‘Ray’ ceiling lights (over island), both Est Lighting. Stools, GlobeWest. French oak floorboards in Cloud, Storey Floors. 
DINING Table and chairs, GlobeWest. Twentytwentyone ‘Hotaru Marker’ pendant light, Space. LIVING Sofa, Trit House. Side table, GlobeWest. 
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THE PALETTE

Dulux Flooded Gum  
(main bedroom)

Dulux Dieskau  
(kitchen and living joinery)

Dulux Natural White Half  
(interior walls)
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LIVING/DINING Sofa, Trit House. Side table, GlobeWest. Cushions, stylist’s own. Twentytwentyone ‘Hotaru Marker’ pendant light, Space. Dining table 
and chairs, GlobeWest. Standing mirror, Wall to Wall Prints. KITCHEN Ceiling in French oak, Storey Floors. Joinery in wire-brushed American white oak 
veneer painted Dulux Dieskau, Crafted Kitchens & Cabinets. Benchtop and splashbacks in Tundra Grey limestone, Gladstones Granite & Marble. Inax 
‘Yohen’ border tile in YB1, Artedomus. Brass rangehood with Patina Bronze finish, Ox Finishes. Phoenix ‘Vivid Slimline’ gooseneck mixer, Reece. Est Core 
‘Dusk Down Up’ wall light, and Wever & Ducré ‘Ray’ ceiling mounted lights (over island), both Est Lighting. Stools, GlobeWest. Tall jug (top shelf) 
Freedom. Bowl (middle shelf) Robert Gordon. All other items, stylist’s own. French oak floorboards in Cloud, Storey Floors. 
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MAIN BEDROOM Wall in Easycraft Australia ‘EasyGroove’ painted Dulux Flooded Gum. Bed and bedside table, GlobeWest. ‘Calo’ pendant light in 
Matte White, Klaylife. Feltex ‘Salisbury’ wool carpet in Stone Lintel, Godfrey Hirst. ENSUITE Terrazzo floor tiles, Tiento. Fiandre ‘Nuances’ porcelain 
wall tiles in Light Grey, Artedomus. Vanity in Navurban ‘Balmoral’ veneer from New Age Veneers, Crafted Kitchens & Cabinets. Benchtop in Tundra 
Grey limestone, Gladstones Granite & Marble. Kaskade ‘Aveo’ bath, and Phoenix ‘Vivid Slimline’ bath mixer, both Reece. BATHROOM Opposite Fiandre 
‘Nuances’ floor and wall tiles in Light Grey, Artedomus. Colori Full Body feature tile in Giada, Tiento. Vanity in Navurban ‘Balmoral’ veneer from New 
Age Veneers, Crafted Kitchens & Cabinets. Benchtop in Kirec reconstituted stone, Stone Ambassador. Kaskade ‘Aveo’ bath and basins, and Phoenix 
‘Vivid Slimline’ tapware in Gunmetal, all Reece. WALK-IN ROBE Joinery in Navurban ‘Balmoral’ from New Age Veneers, Crafted Kitchens & Cabinetry.

THIS IS  
THE LIFE
With the home located 
just a short walk from the 
beach, which happens to 
be the owners’ favourite 
beach in the area, and 
nestled in a ‘wonderful 
community’, they count 
themselves as extremely 
lucky. When not at the 
beach, they relax by the 
pool or entertain in the 
covered outdoor living 
area equipped with 
kitchen facilities and 
surrounded by native 
landscaped gardens.

Onto this base the designer layered interesting 
finishes such as artisanal Japanese mosaic tiles 
and aged brass accents. Wishing to avoid the use 
of white joinery in the kitchen, Mikayla selected 
soft grey for the cabinetry with a narrow rail trim 
and fluted finish on the island bench. With a 
timber ceiling and floor, an aged bronze rangehood, 
stone benchtops and glossy tiles, there is plenty 
of texture. 

The bathrooms also draw on a nature-inspired 
palette with matt-green tiles in the family bathroom 
and a soft beige gloss tile in the main ensuite. 

The main bedroom is a true retreat, separated 
from the rest of the house, facing the central 
courtyard and enjoying beautiful northern light. 
The outlook is completely private, with the view 
filtered through softly flowing linen curtains to 
the garden, designed by Studio Blac, around an 
existing olive tree and taking in the rammed earth 
fireplace in the courtyard. 

The furniture was curated by Arch Melbourne and 
the tones, textures and organic shapes perfectly 
echo the natural palette of the fittings and finishes. 
In the living area a curvaceous cream sofa from  
 Trit House and a Ligne Roset ‘Togo’ chair offer the 
ultimate in relaxation.

One of the owners’ favourite aspects of the home 
is the pool, which is located at the front of the 
property. “Walking past the glistening pool every 
time we come home is wonderful. It’s not hiding out 
the back but is a real feature,” they say.

“The house has a relaxed and calming feel, and 
really offers the best of both worlds, being a coastal 
beach house with a contemporary, sophisticated 
ambience. We are so fortunate to call such a 
wonderful and embracing house our home.”	             > 
Heartly: heartly.com.au. DJE Building Design: 
dje-design.com.au. Whelan Project Builders: 
whelanprojectbuilders.com.au. Studio Blac: 
studioblac.com. Arch Melbourne: arch.melbourne.
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POOL AREA Landscaping by Studio Blac.  
Copper shower and brass taps, Outdoor 

Showers by Adstyle. Outdoor setting, Arch 
Melbourne. Towel and cushion, stylist’s own.

“The materials were 
selected to establish 
warmth and calm.”  

MIKAYLA ROSE, DESIGNER
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MUDROOM Wall in Easycraft Australia ‘EasyGroove’ 150 wall panelling, painted 
Dulux Natural White Half. Custom joinery finished in Laminex laminate in Green 
Slate Natural. Shelves finished in Navurban ‘Balmoral’ veneer, New Age Veneers.

THE SOURCE

Cocooning shapes and pared-back forms create an  
atmosphere that invites connection and conversation. 
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1 Twentytwentyone ‘Hotaru Marker’ pendant light, $800, Space. 2 ‘Arden’ sofa in Yarra Vanilla, $1770, Trit House. 3 ‘Agra’ rug  
in Moonstone (300x240cm), $4900, Armadillo. 4 Eadie Lifestyle ‘Gambit’ cushion in White/Nutmeg (60x40cm), $109.95, 
Norsu Interiors. 5 Seville ‘Podium’ side table in Olive, $645, GlobeWest. 6 ‘Atelier’ salad bowl in Malachite, $450, Dinosaur 
Designs. 7 Ligne Roset ‘Togo’ fireside chair in Alcantara Curry, $5650, Domo. 8 Laboratorio Olfattivo ‘Zen-Zero’ liquid soap, 
$45, Libertine Parfumerie. 9 ‘Lowa’ medium square storage basket in Biscuit, $249, Country Road. 10 Cassina ‘Cab’ chair by 
Mario Bellini, from $3183, Mobilia.  #
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THE  LAYOUT

Ensuite

En
su

ite
Ba

th

Powder St
ud

y

St
ud

y  
no

ok
Entry

Garage

Pool

Ki
tc

he
n

D
in

in
g

Workshop

Laundry

Robe

Pantry

Bed
Bed

Bed

Li
vi

ng
Living

Bed

M
ud


